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The Minneapolis school board may, by resolution, include a plan for an orderly tran-
sition to a new election schedule.

Presented to the governor May 12, 1997
Signed by the governor May 15, 1997, 8:35 a.m.

CHAPTER 145—S.E.No. 703

Anactrelating to elections; allowing mail balloting in certain elections in additional cities and
towns; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.45, subdivision 1.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.45, subdivision 1, is amended to
read:

Subdivision 1. AUTHORIZATION, Asy statutory or home rule charter city or
towa A municipality having fewer than 400 registered voters on June 1 of an election year
and not located in a metropolitan county as defined by section 473.121 may provide bal-
loting by mail at any eity municipal, county, or state election with no polling place other
than the office of the auditor or clerk or other locations designated by the auditor or clerk.
The governing body may apply to the county auditor for permission to conduct balloting
by mail. The county board may provide for balloting by mail in unorganized territory.
The governing body of any municipality may designate for mail balloting any precinct

having fewer than 50 registered voters, subject to the approval of the county auditor.

Voted ballots may be returned in person to any location designated by the county

auditor or municipal clerk.

Presented to the governor May 12, 1997
Signed by the governor May 13, 1997, 10:30 a.m.

CHAPTER 146—S.F.No. 868

VETOED

CHAPTER 147—S.E.No. 72

Anactrelating to elections; changing and clarifying provisions of the Minnesota election law;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 200.031; 201.061, subdivision 1 ;201.071, subdivision
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1; 201.081; 201.12, subdivision 2; 201.121, subdivision 1; 201.13, subdivisions 1 and 2; 201.15;
201.171; 203B.01, by adding a subdivision; 203B.03, subdivision 1; 203B.04, subdivision 1;
203B.06, subdivision 3; 203B.08, subdivision 1; 203B.11, subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivi-
sion; 203B.12, subdivision 2, and by adding a subdivision; 203B.13, subdivisions 1 and 2; 203B.16,
by adding a subdivision; 203B.19; 204B.06, by adding a subdivision; 204B.146; 204B.15; 204B.16,
subdivisions la and 3; 204B.22, subdivision 1; 204B.23; 204B.27, by adding a subdivision;
204B.31; 204B.36, subdivision 2; 204C.08, by adding a subdivision; 204C.15, subdivision 1;
204C.31, subdivision 2; 204C.32; 204C.33, subdivision 1; 205.10, subdivision 3; 205.13, subdivi-
sion 1; 205.17, by adding a subdivision; 205A.05, subdivision 1; 205A.08, by adding a subdivision;
206.55; 206.56, subdivisions 1, 3, 5, 8, and 9; 206.57; 206.58; 206.59; 206.61, subdivisions 1, 3, and
5; 206.62; 206.64, subdivision 1; 206.66; 206.80; 206.81; 206.83; 206.84, subdivisions 3, 6, and 7;
206.86, subdivisions 1 and 2; 206.90, subdivisions 4 and 6; 207A.03, subdivision 2; 211B.14;
367.03, subdivision 1; 367.25, subdivision 1; 387.01; 388.01; and 626.846, subdivision 6; propos-
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 201; 203B; and 204B; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1996, sections 204D.15, subdivision 2; 206.065; 206.56, subdivisions 4,6,10, 11, 12, 13,
and 15; 206.60; 206.61, subdivisions 2, 6, 7, and 8; 206.63; 206.64, subdivision 2; 206.68; 206.685;
206.69; 206.70; 206.71; 206.72; 206.73; 206.74; 206.75; 206.76; 206.77; 206.84, subdivisions 2, 4,
and 5; and 211B.11, subdivision 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 200,031, is amended to read:
200.031 DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE.

Residence shall be determined in accordance with the following principles, so far as
they may be applicable to the facts of the case:

(a) The residence of an individual is in the precinct where the individual’s home is
located, from which the individual has no present intention of moving, and to which,
whenever the individual is absent, the individual intends to return;

(b) An individual does not lose residence if the individual leaves home to live tem-
porarily in another state or precinct;

(c) An individual does not acquire a residence in any precinct of this state if the indi-
vidual is living there only temporarily, without the intention of making that precinct
home;

(d) If an individual goes into another state or precinct with the intention of making it
home or files an affidavit of residence there for election purposes, the individual loses
residence in the former precinct;

() If an individual moves to another state with the intention of living there for an
indefinite period, the individual loses residence in this state, notwithstanding any inten-
tion to return at some indefinite future time;

(£) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an individual’s residence is located
in the precinct where the individual’s family lives, unless the individual’s family is living
in that precinct only temporarily;

(2) If an individual’s family lives in one precinct and the individual lives or does
business in another, the individual’s residence is located in the precinct where the indi-
vidual’s family lives, unless the individual establishes a home in the other precinct and
intends to remain there, with or without the individual’s family;
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(h) The residence of a single individual is in the precinct where the individual lives
and usually sleeps;

(i) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, is not sufficient to acquire a new
residence, unless the individual moves to that location; moving to a new location is not
sufficient to acquire a new residence unless the individual intends to remain there;

(§) The residence of an individual who is working temporarily in any precinct of this
state is in the precinct where the individual’s permanent home is located,;

(k) The residence of an individual who is living permanently in a soldiers’ home or
nursing home is in the precinct where the home is located.

(D If an individual’s home lies in more than one precinct or political subdivision, the
residence of the individual is in the precinct in which amajority of the room in which the
individual usually sleeps is located.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.061, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. PRIOR TO ELECTION DAY. At any time except during the 20
days immediately preceding any election, an eligible voter or any individual who will be
an eligible voter at the time of the next election may register to vote in the precinct in
which the voter maintains residence by completing a registration card and submitting it in
person or by mail to the county auditor of that county or to the secretary of state’s office. A
registration that is received no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 21st day preceding any election
shall be accepted. An improperly addressed or delivered registration card shall be for-
warded within two working days after receipt to the county auditor of the county where
the voter maintains residence. A state or local agency or an individual that accepts com-
pleted voter registration cards from a voter must submit the completed cards to the secre-
tary of state or the appropriate county auditor within ten days after the cards are dated by

@g voter,

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.071, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. FORM. A registration card must be of suitable size and weight for
mailing and contain spaces for the following required information: voter’s first name,
middle name, and last name; voter’s previous name, if any; voter’s current address; vot-
er’s previous address, if any; voter’s date of birth; voter’s municipality and county of resi-
dence; voter’s telephone number, if provided by the voter; date of registration; and vot-
er’s signature. The card must also contain the following a certification: I certify that Iwill
be atleast 18 years old on election day and am a citizen of the United States; that I reside at
the address shows and will have resided in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding
eleeﬁenday;andthatlamnetunde;guardianshipefthepefsen;havenesbeenfeundbya
coutt to be legally incompetent to vote; and have net been convicted of a felony without
havingmyehﬂégmsresmddmdersmdtha{gwmgfalsemfemaﬁeﬂtepmeufea
registration s a fclony punishable by not mere than five years imprisonment and a fine of
not more than $10,000; or beth of voter eligibility.

The form of the voter registration card and the certification of voter eligibility must
be as provided in the rules of the secretary of state. Voter registration forms authorized by
the National Voter Registration Act may also be accepted as valid.
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Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.081, is amended to read:
201.081 REGISTRATION FILES.

The statewide registration system is the official record of registered voters. The vot-
er registration cards and the terminal providing access to the statewide registration sys-
tem must be under the control of the county auditor or the public official to whom the
county auditor has delegated the responsibility for maintaining voter registration re-
cords. The voter registration cards and terminals providing access to the statewide regis-
tration system must not be removed from the control of the county auditor except as pro-
vided in this subdivision. The county auditor may make photographic copies of voter reg-
istration cards in the manner provided by section 138.17.

A properly completed voter registration card that has been submitted to the secre-

tary of state or a county auditor must be maintained by the secretary of state or or the county

audltor for atleast 22 months after thed date that the information on the card is entered into

section 138.17. »
Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.12, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. CHALLENGES. Upon return of the notice by the postal service, the
county auditor or the auditor’s staff shall persenally ascertain the name and address of
that individual. If the individual is no longer at the address recorded in the statewide reg-
istration system, the county auditor shall change the registrant’s status to “challenged” in
the statewide registration system. An individual challenged in accordance with this sub-
division shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, before being allowed to
vote. If a second notice mailed at least 60 days after the return of the first notice is also
returned by the postal service, the county auditor may remeve the registration card from
the file and shall change the registrant’s status to “inactive” in the statewide registration

system.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.121, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. ENTRY OF REGISTRATION INFORMATION. Upon receiv-
ing a voter registration card properly completed and submitted in accordance with sec-
tions 201.061 and 201.071, the county auditor shall enter in the appropriate registration
ﬁles andi in the statew1de reglstratlon system the ;eg;straﬁea card ot the information con-

county auditor.

Upon receiving a completed voter registration card or form, the secretary of state
may electronically transmit the information on the card or form to the appropriate county
auditor as soon as possible for review by the county auditor before final entry into the
statewide registration system. The secretary of state shall may mail the registration card

or form to the county auditor for placement in the appropriate files.
Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.13, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH, REPORTS OF DECEASED
RESIDENTS. The commissioner of health shall report monthly to the secretary of state
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the name, address, date of birth, and county of residence of each individual 18 years of
age or older who has died while maintaining residence in Minnesota since the last pre-
vious report. The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons listed in the report
are registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor.
Within 60 days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the county anditor shall
change the status of those registrants to “deceased” in the statewide registration system
and remove from the files the registration cards of the voters reported to be deceased.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.13, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. VOTER REGISTRATION CARD REMOVAL EOR DECEASED
NONRESIDENTS. Fhe county auditor may remove from the files the veter registration
cards of voters who have died outside of the county; After receiving notice of death- of a
voter who has died outside the county, the county auditor shall change the voter’s status to
“deceased.” Notice must be in the form of a printed obituary or a written statement signed
by a registered voter of the county. The county auditor shall alse make the appropriate
changes in the database of the statewide registration system when voter registration cards
are removed from the files:

Sec. 9, Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.15, is amended to read:

201.15 DISTRICT JUDGE, REPORT GUARDIANSHIPS AND COMMIT-
MENTS.

Subdivision 1. GUARDIANSHIPS, INCOMPETENTS AND PSYCHO-
PATHS. The state court administrator in each eounty shall report monthly to the eounty
auditor secretary of state the name and, address, and date of birth of each individual 18

years of age or over, who maintains residence in that county and whe; during the month
preceding the date of the report:

(a) was placed under a guardianship of the person;

(b) was adjudged legally incompetent by reason of mental illness, mental deficien-
cy, or inebriation; or

(c) was adjudged a sexually dangerous person or a person with a sexual psychopath-
ic personality.

The court administrator shall also report the same information for each individual
transferred to the jurisdiction of the court who meets a condition specified in clause (a),
(b), or (c). Upen zeceipt of the report; the county auditor shall determine whether anyin-
dividual named in the report is registered to vote The secretary of state shall determine if

any of the persons in the report is registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those regis-
trants for the county auditor. The county auditor shall change the status on the record in
the statewide registration system of any individual named in the report to indicate that the

individual is not eligible to reregister or vote.

Subd. 2. RESTORATION TO CAPACITY. The district judge in-each eounty state
court administrator shall report monthly to the eeunty auditor secretary of state the name
and, address, and date of birth of each individual transferred from guardianship to conser-
vatorship or who is restored to capacity by the court after being ineligible to vote for any
of the reasons specified in subdivision 1. Upen netice from the judge exercising probate

jurisdiction of a restoration to capaeity; or of a transfer from guardianship to conservator-

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.






